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Order of Service 

~ Gathering ~ 

 

P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

*† I Dream a World 

I dream a world where man 
No other man will scorn, 
Where love will bless the earth 
And peace its paths adorn 
I dream a world where all 
Will know sweet freedom's way, 
Where greed no longer saps the soul 
Nor avarice blights our day. 
A world I dream where black or white, 
Whatever race you be, 
Will share the bounties of the earth 
And every man is free, 
Where wretchedness will hang its head 
And joy, like a pearl, 
Attends the needs of all mankind- 
Of such I dream, my world!    - Langston Hughes 

P. O God, you are the source of our hope. 

C. Guide us through change and chance. 

P. When we grow weary and faint, 

C. call our hearts to be your own. 

P. When our plans fall to dust, 

C. be our temple and our tower 

P. When the world lacks joy and beauty, 

C. reveal your splendor, light, and life. 

P. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

C. For only in you can we live in safety. 

P. O God, we praise you for the gift of your Son. 

C: Strengthen us to follow the way of the cross. 

 
*† Greeting 
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
*† Prayer of the Day 
 
O God of our longing, strengthen us and dwell in our hearts, that we be rooted and 
grounded in your love. Help us to comprehend the breadth and length and height and 
depth of your mercy shown to us on the cross. Fill our hearts with your grace, that we 
lead lives that radiate your love to all. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 
*† Hymn: “ “We Have Come into His House”  TFBF 150 

 
1. We Have Come Into His House 
And Gathered In His Name To Worship Him; 
We Have Come Into His House 
And Gathered In His Name To Worship Him; 
We Have Come Into His House 
And Gathered In His Name To Worship Christ The Lord; 
Worship Him, Christ The Lord. 
 
2. So, For-get About yourself 
And Concentrate On Him And Worship Him. 
Let’s Forget About Yourself 
And Concentrate On Him And Worship Him. 
Let’s Forget About Ourselves 
And Concentrate On Him, And Worship Christ The Lord. 
Worship Him, Christ The Lord. 
 
3. Let us lift up holy hands 
And magnify His name and Worship Him 
Let us lift up holy hands 
And magnify His name and Worship Him 
Let us lift up holy hands 
And magnify His name and Worship Christ the Lord; 
Worship Him, Christ the Lord. 

 
 
 

~God’s Word ~ 
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† First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
22 Therefore say to the house of Israel: Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O 
house of Israel, that I am about to act but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 
profaned among the nations to which you came. 23 I will sanctify my great name, which 
has been profaned among the nations and which you have profaned among them, and the 
nations shall know that I am the Lord, says the Lord God, when through you I display my 
holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the 
countries and bring you into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse 
you. 26 A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you, and I will 
remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put my 
spirit within you and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my 
ordinances. 28 Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors, and you shall be 
my people, and I will be your God. 

† Psalm 119:1-8, 9-16 
I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways.  (Ps. 119:16) 

Happy are those whose way is blameless, 
    who walk in the law of the Lord. 
2 Happy are those who keep his decrees, 
    who seek him with their whole heart, 
3 who also do no wrong 
    but walk in his ways. 
4 You have commanded your precepts 
    to be kept diligently. 
5 O that my ways may be steadfast 
    in keeping your statutes! 
6 Then I shall not be put to shame, 
    having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 
7 I will praise you with an upright heart, 
    when I learn your righteous ordinances. 
8 I will observe your statutes; 
    do not utterly forsake me. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you; 
    do not let me stray from your commandments. 
11 I treasure your word in my heart, 
    so that I may not sin against you. 
12 Blessed are you, O Lord; 
    teach me your statutes. 
13 With my lips I declare 
    all the ordinances of your mouth. 
14 I delight in the way of your decrees 
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    as much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate on your precepts 
    and fix my eyes on your ways. 
16 I will delight in your statutes; 
    I will not forget your word. 
 
*† Gospel Acclamation   
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th Chapter 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 
*† Holy Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Tradition of the Elders 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that 
is, without washing them. 3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they 
wash their hands,[a] thus observing the tradition of the elders, 4 and they do not eat 
anything from the market unless they wash,[b] and there are also many other traditions 
that they observe: the washing of cups and pots and bronze kettles and beds.[c]) 5 So the  

Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the 
tradition of the elders but eat with defiled hands?” 6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied 
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me; 
7 in vain do they worship me, 
    teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

8 “You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 
that come out are what defile.”  

21 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, debauchery, envy, slander, pride, 
folly. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord  
C: Praise be to you, O Christ 
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Choir Anthem:  “Praise Him” 

 
† Sermon:   The Rev. Dianne Lewis 
 
† Hymn:  “Pass Me Not”  TFBF 150 

 
1 Pass me not, O gentle Savior, 
hear my humble cry; 
while on others thou art calling, 
do not pass me by. 
 
Refrain: 
Savior, Savior, 
hear my humble cry; 
while on others thou art calling, 
do not pass me by. 
 
2 Let me at thy throne of mercy 
find a sweet relief; 
kneeling there in deep contrition, 
help my unbelief. [Refrain] 
 
3 Trusting only in thy merit, 
would I seek thy face; 
heal my wounded, broken spirit, 
save me by thy grace. [Refrain] 
 
4 Thou, the spring of all my comfort, 
more than life to me, 
whom have I on earth beside thee? 
Whom in heav'n but thee? [Refrain] 

 
~ Prayer ~ 

*† The African Creed 
 
We believe in the one High God, Who out of love  
created the beautiful world and everything good in it. 
He created people and wanted them to be happy in the world.  
God loves the world and every nation and tribe on the earth.  
 
We have known this High God in the darkness,  
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and now we know him in the light.  
God promised in the book of his word, The Bible,  
that he would save the world and all nations and tribes.  
 
We Believe that God made good his promises by sending his Son,  
Jesus Christ, A man in the flesh, A Jewish by tribe, born poor in a little village, who left 
his home and was always on safari doing good.  
 
Curing people by the power of God, Teaching them about God and humanity. Showing 
that the meaning of religion Is Love,  
He was rejected by his people,  
tortured and nailed hand and feet to a cross and died.  
 
He laid buried in the grave,  
But the hyenas did not touch him,  
And on the third day he rose from the grave.  
He ascended to the skies. He is the Lord.  
 
*† Prayers of the People 
Called together in the Spirit of God, with the whole people of God gather here and 
throughout the world, we offer our prayers for the renewal of the church, for those in need 
and all of God’s beloved creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons, bishops, 
chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee chairs, and all lay 
ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult decisions about the future of 
their ministry. Hear us O’God                                                                                         
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for justice and peace in the world and our communities. Instill integrity and 
honesty in our government. Encourage the work of peacemakers with other nations. Erase 
hatred and stop violence that separate us from working together as equals to proclaim 
your grace and hope. Hear us O’God     
Your mercy is great. 
 
O God we pray that you surround us with your love and affirmation through the kindness 
of others, regardless of race, gender, class and sexual orientation. Give us eyes to see the 
love you lavish on all your people. Open our hearts to hear their stories and share our 
stories and to speak your truth and act on behalf of your kingdom with courage and 
strength of purpose. Hear us O’God                                                                                         
Your mercy is great. 



*Congregation Standing 
Bold Font:  Congregation Response 

8 
 

 
O Lord, we pray for our uniqueness, our spiritual gifts and our talents. Grant us wisdom 
that we may use our talents for your divine plan, that liberates us from shackles of 
injustice, and live in the truth of Your power through Christ Jesus. Hear us O’God                                                                                         
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, we entrust into your merciful care all our departed loved ones. Comfort all 
who grieve. Keep our feet in the path of your commandments; our hearts firmly fixed on 
your forgiving love; and our eyes forever focused on the Cross of Christ Jesus, until you 
bring us safely into your welcoming embrace and eternal home. Hear us O’God  
Your mercy is great. 
       
O God we pray during these Lenten days that we may cast out every idol from our hearts 
and love only You and Your commandments. Hear us O’God                                                                                         
Your mercy is great.                                                                             
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy: through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*† Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
*† Offering Canticle 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 
*† Offertory Prayer 
 
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—ourselves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 
       ~ Meal ~ 
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*† The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
*† Words of Institution 
 
*† Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen 
 
† Holy Communion 
 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace,  
grant us peace. 

 
 
† Communion Hymn: “Open Our Eyes, Lord” 
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Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 

Open our ears Lord 
And Help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 

Open our ears Lord 
And Help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus….. 

 
*† Post Communion Blessing 
 
(After all have returned to their places:) 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen 
 
*† Post Communion Canticle 
 
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. My own 
eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all people. A 
light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. Glory to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and 
will be forever. Amen. 
 
*† Post Communion Prayer 
 
A: Let us pray. 
 
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 
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journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your 
good news and serve others in your name.  Amen. 
 
*† Benediction 
The God of All grace bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
*† Sending Hymn:  “Oh, How I Love Jesus” TFBF 250 

 
1 There is a name I love to hear, 
I love to sing its worth; 
it sounds like music in my ear, 
the sweetest name on earth. 
 
Refrain: 
Oh, how I love Jesus, 
Oh, how I love Jesus, 
Oh, how I love Jesus, 
because he first loved me! 
2 It tells me of a Savior's love, 
who died to set me free; 
it tells me of his precious blood, 
the sinner's perfect plea. [Refrain] 
 
3 It tells me what my maker hath 
in store for ev'ry day; 
and though I tread a darksome path, 
yields sunshine all the way. [Refrain] 
 
4 It tells of one whose loving heart 
can feel my deepest woe; 
who in each sorrow bears a part 
that none can bear below. [Refrain] 

 
 
*† Dismissal 
P: Sustaining God, protect us and lead us to thy Grace. In our separate journeys may we be 
strengthened in the days ahead and filled with your spirit that we might return to 
fellowship once again.  
C: Thanks be to God! 
 


