24th Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, November 8, 2026 ~ 11:00 AM

“THEREFORE KEEP WATCH,
BECAUSEYOU DO NOT KNOW

THE DAY ORTHE HOUR!

Trinity Lutheran Church
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Order of Service
~ Gathering ~
1 Welcome

*t Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection, and self-examination.)
P: Holy God,

C: You search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that
our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We
turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not
like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words
are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen

*t Greeting
*1 Entrance Hymn: “It's Time To Praise The Lord”

It’s time to praise the Lord
Oh-oh it’s time to praise the Lord
Oh-oh no, don’t you wait
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It might be, too, late

It’s time

Oh-oh it’s time

Oh-oh it’s time, to praise, the Lord (x2)

It’s time to magnify Him

Oh-oh it’s time to magnify Him

Oh-oh no, don’t you wait

It might be, too, late

It’s time

Oh-oh it’s time

Oh-oh it’s time, to praise, the Lord (x2)

No time to lose

No time to waste

Stand on your feet

Give God, Give God All the Praise

*t Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*t Kyrie

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
*Congregation Standing
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A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy,

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen

*t Hymn of Praise

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood set us free to be people of God.

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation.

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.

Alleluia. Alleluia.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

*t Prayer of the Day

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your
Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

~God’s Word ~
T First Reading: Amos 5:18-24
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but

Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for
obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community.
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18 Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!
Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light,
P as if someone fled from a lion
and was met by a bear
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall
and was bitten by a snake.
20]s not the day of the Lord darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

21T hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them,
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24 But let justice roll down like water
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

T Psalm: Psalm 70; refrain, Ps. 70:5

Refrain: You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry.

1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O Lord, make | haste to help me.
2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced. R
3 Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the Lord!”
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, | do not tarry. R

1 Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
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Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection
to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all
Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died,
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. ' For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
died. 1> For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are
left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 1¢ For the
Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of
God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

*t Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 25th Chapter
C: Glory to you, Glory to you, Glory to you, O Lord

*1 Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young
women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, #but
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. > As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. ¢ But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then all those young women got up and trimmed
their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” ? But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you
had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” 1 And while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet, and the door was shut. 1 Later the other young women came also, saying, ‘Lord,
lord, open to us.” 12But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” 13 Keep awake,
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
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P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise be to you, Praise be to you, Praise be to you O Christ

1 Choir Anthem: “Jesus Christ Is The Way”

1 Sermon: The Rev. Dianne L. Lewis, Pastor

*t Sermon Hymn: “Blessed Assurance” TFBF 118

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain:

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain]

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;

I in my Savior am happy and blest,

watching and waiting, looking above,

filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain]

~ Prayer ~
*1 The Apostles” Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
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He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

and born of the virgin Mary,

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended into hell.*

On the third day He rose again;

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father,

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*1 Prayers of the People

United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

You illumine the church with the hope of your new day. Prepare our hearts and minds for
the inbreaking of your kingdom, that we might awaken to your transforming love at work
all around us. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You create and sustain the earth’s natural rhythms so that all life might thrive. Show us
the wisdom and wonder of nature’s balance; make us careful stewards of our common
home. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You make justice roll down in all places and among all nations. Encourage all who protect
vulnerable communities and help rebuild in the aftermath of conflict (relief ministries or
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organizations may be named). Uphold veterans and those who care for them. God, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

You hasten to heal our wounds and make whole what is broken. Comfort individuals
facing a difficult diagnosis, receiving palliative care, or facing uncertain treatment options.
(We pray especially for . . .) God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You give rest to weary hearts and bodies. As the days grow shorter in the north, help us to
move more slowly and intentionally through our days, honoring the need for quiet and
stillness. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You welcome those who have come before us in faith into the joys of heaven. Sustain us by
your grace and guide us into the promise of everlasting life. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus, your beloved.
Amen.

*1 Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

*t Offering Canticle

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer.

Grace our table with your presence.

Give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

*1 Offertory Prayer
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A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — ourselves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

~ Meal ~
*t The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
A: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary . .. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord.
Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

*t Words of Institution

* Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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1 Holy Communion

P: The gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

1 Communion Hymn: “Lord, I Want To Be A Christian” TFBF 234

1 Lord, I want to be a Christian

in my heart, in my heart;

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart,
in my heart, in my heart,

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.

2 Lord, I want to be more loving

in my heart, in my heart;

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart,
in my heart, in my heart,

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart.

3 Lord, I want to be more holy

in my heart, in my heart;

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart,
in my heart, in my heart,

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart.

4 Lord, I want to be like Jesus

in my heart, in my heart;

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart,
in my heart, in my heart,

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.

*1 Post Communion Blessing
(After all have returned to their places:)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

*1 Post Communion Canticle
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Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. My own eyes
have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all people. A light to
reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. Glory to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.
Amen.

*t Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray.

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your
good news and serve others in your name. Amen.

T Welcome, Acknowledgment of Visitors, and Announcements
*1 Benediction
* Hymn: “We Are Marching In The Light Of God” TFBF 63

We are marching in the light of God, We are marching in the light of God
We are marching in the light of God, We are marching in the light of God

We are marching, marching We are marching Ooh Ooh
We are marching in the light of God

We are marching, marching We are marching Ooh Ooh
We are marching in the light of God
We are dancing in the light of God... ....

We are singing in the light of God... ....

*+ Dismissal
A: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

*Congregation Standing
Bold Font: Congregation Response
12



Announcements

Trinity’s Weekly Bible Study meets every 2nd and 4t Wednesday via Zoom at
7:30PM - Meeting ID: 822 8031 9117 Passcode: 709073. Next session Nov 11th

Trinity’s Adult Sunday School meets every first and third Sunday at 9:45 AM.
Next session will be Sunday, November 15th

Trinity’s Children Sunday School meets every Sunday at 11AM
Trinity’s Thanksgiving Food Pantry will be Friday, Nov 20t from 2PM - 3:30PM
Trinity’s Church Council Meeting will be Thursday, November 12th at 7:30PM

Trinity & Grace Women of the ELCA meets monthly. Next session will be
Saturday, November 14th at 10AM at Grace Lutheran

Trinity offers Math & Reading Tutoring through the 2026-2027 school year.
Time: 10AM-12:30PM | Dates: Nov 14th, Nov 21st, Nov 28th

Trinity’s Community Push will host A Conversation with the Rev. Dr. Annette
Jones: Depression “The fog that will not lift” on Thursday, Dec 17t via Zoom at
7PM - Meeting ID: 884 6464 3918 Passcode: 440471

For All Saints Sunday, please remember to donate $3 per name. Your donation funds
the Yvette Bolden Scholarship.

Trinity is selling “Faith Over Fear” T-Shirts in 3 different designs. Short-sleeved:
$20; Long-sleeved: $23. Please check our website for the designs and order info.

Trinity’s Pew Rededication fundraiser... Your donation supports the pew
restoration labor and the installation of a personalized legacy name plate on your
selected pew. $500 for center aisle; $300 for window aisle.

You may pay your Tithes & Offerings online at http:/ /www.trinityjerseycity.com

For pastoral care call Pastor Dianne Lewis at 201.435.9807
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