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Order of Service
~ Gathering ~
1 Welcome

*t Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection, and self-examination.)
P: Holy God,

C: You search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that
our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We
turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not
like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words
are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

*t Entrance Hymn: “Jesus, What A Wonderful Child” TFBF 51
Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child.

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild;
new life, new hope the child will bring.
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Listen to the angels sing,

“Glory, glory, glory,” let the heavens ring!

Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child.
Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild;
new life, new hope the child will bring.
Listen to the angels sing,

“Glory, glory, glory,” let the heavens ring!

*t Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*t Kyrie

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy,

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen

*t Hymn of Praise

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
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Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation.
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.

*t Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you
protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

~God’s Word ~
1 First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9

God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own presence brings
salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God
trusts that God'’s people will not act falsely.

7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord,
the praiseworthy acts of the Lord,
because of all that the Lord has done for us
and the great favor to the house of Israel
that he has shown them according to his mercy,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8 For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not act deceitfully,”
and he became their savior
?in all their distress.
It was no messenger or angel
but his presence that saved them;
in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

T Psalm: Psalm 148; refrain, Ps. 148:13

Refrain: The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven.
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I Hallelujah! Praise the Lord | from the heavens;
praise God | in the heights.
2Praise the Lord, | all you angels;
sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the Lord, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you | shining stars.
4 Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
5Let them praise the name | of the Lord,
who commanded, and they | were created,
6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R
7Praise the Lord | from the earth,
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8fire and hail, | snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will;
9mountains | and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
10wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and | flying birds;
Hsovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers | of the world;
2young | men and maidens,
old and | young together. R
13 Let them praise the name | of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
4The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. | Hallelujah! R

1 Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18

Through Jesus” suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. We do not
fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus Christ, our merciful and faithful high
priest, has the final say over the destiny of our lives.

0]t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through
sufferings. ! For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father.
For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 1?saying,
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters;
*Congregation Standing
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in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
13 And again,
“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,

“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.”

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the
same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, > and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of
death. 1®For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the descendants of
Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what
he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

*t Gospel Acclamation
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd Chapter
C: Glory to you, Glory to you, Glory to you, O Lord

*1 Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23

In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Eqypt to protect the infant Jesus from the jealousy of Herod.

13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” *Then Joseph got up, took
the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt ®and remained there until the death
of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out
of Egypt I have called my son.”

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent
and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

18“ A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”
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1 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 2! Then Joseph got up, took the child and
his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 2 There he made his home in a town called
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will
be called a Nazarene.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise be to you, Praise be to you, Praise be to you, O Christ

1 Youth Choir Anthem: “I've Got the Joy, Joy, Joy”

1t Adult Choir Anthem: “Christ is Born Finale”

1 Sermon: The Rev. Dianne L. Lewis, Pastor

T Sermon Hymn: “ Rise Up Shepherd and Follow”

1 (Leader) There’s a star in the East on Christmas morn;
Rise up, shepherd, and follow;

(Leader) It will lead to the place where the Christ was born;
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

Refrain:

Follow, follow;

Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Follow the Star of Bethlehem;
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

2 Leave your sheep, leave your sheep, and leave your lambs;
Rise up, shepherd, and follow;
Leave your ewes and your rams, leave your ewes and rams;
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Rise up, shepherd, and follow. [Refrain]

3 If you take good heed to the angel’s words;
Rise up, shepherd, and follow;

You’'ll forget your flocks, you'll forget your herds;
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. [Refrain]

~ Prayer ~
*1 The Apostles” Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended into hell.*

On the third day He rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father,

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*1 Prayers of the People
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Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the
abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do
likewise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love.
Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have
broken. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer
alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your
compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your hand.
(We pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your
son Jesus from Herod's grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel,
comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones (especially). Even as we
mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and
protection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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*t Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

*t Offering Canticle

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer.

Grace our table with your presence.

Give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

*1 Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — ourselves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

~ Meal ~
*t The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
A: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary . .. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord.
Lord, God of power and might.
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Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

*t Words of Institution

* Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

1 Holy Communion

P: The gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

T Communion Hymn: “Silent Night” LBW 65

1 Silent night, holy night!

Allis calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
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Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3 Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,

Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

*1 Post Communion Blessing

(After all have returned to their places:)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

*1 Post Communion Canticle

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. My own eyes
have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all people. A light to
reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. Glory to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.
Amen.

*1 Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray.

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your
good news and serve others in your name. C: Amen.

T Welcome, Acknowledgment of Visitors, and Announcements
*1 Benediction
*t Hymn: “Jesus, The Light of the World” TFBF 59

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,
Jesus, the Light of the world;
"Glory to the new-born King,"
Jesus, the Light of the world.
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Refrain:

We'll walk in the light, beautiful light,

come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world.

2 Joyful, all you nations, rise,

Jesus, the Light of the world;

join the triumph of the skies;

Jesus, the Light of the world. [Refrain]

3 Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Jesus, the Light of the world;

Christ, the everlasting Lord!

Jesus, the Light of the world. [Refrain]

4 Hail, the heav'en-born Prince of Peace!
Jesus, the Light of the world;

hail, the Sun of righteousness!

Jesus, the Light of the world. [Refrain]

*+ Dismissal
A: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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Announcements

Trinity’s Weekly Bible Study meets every 2nd and 4t Wednesday via Zoom. Next
session will be January 14th at 7:30PM - Meeting ID: 822 8031 9117 Passcode: 709073

Trinity’s Adult Sunday School meets every first and third Sunday at 9:45 AM.
Next session will be January 4t

Trinity’s Children Sunday School meets every Sunday at 11AM

Trinity’s Food Pantry will be Friday, January 9t from 2PM - 3:30PM
Trinity & Grace Women of the ELCA meets monthly. Next meeting tbd
Trinity’s Church Council Meeting will be Thursday, January 8t at 7:30PM
New Year’s Eve Service will be Wednesday, Dec 31t at 6PM

Trinity is selling “Faith Over Fear” T-Shirts in 3 different designs. Short-sleeved:
$20; Long-sleeved: $23. Please check our website for the designs and order info.

Visit our Gifts & Talent Wall in the Fellowship Hall. Share how you would like to
use your gifts and talents to serve the church. This will help us plan for new
ministries in 2026.

Trinity will host a Fish-Fry fundraiser on Saturday, Jan 17th, 11AM - 3PM

Trinity’s Pew Rededication fundraiser... Your donation supports the pew
restoration labor and the installation of a personalized legacy name plate on your
selected pew. $500 for center aisle; $300 for window aisle. Contact Tina Richardson
at 201-435-9807 for more info.

Join in our Fundraisers:

¢ Walk in Faith - Donation: Pledge a multiple of your shoe size (i.e. if your
shoe size is a size 9, pledge $9, or $18, or $90, or $900, etc.)

¢ Operational Expenses Fund - Donation: any amount

You may pay your Tithes & Offerings online at http:/ /www.trinityjerseycity.com
OR text GIVE to 844-930-5787 from your mobile phone

For pastoral care call Pastor Dianne Lewis at 201.435.9807
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